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The respondent is supportive of all of the above.  



 









Cadwallader 1977   
‘Much is said about the fact that Trout cod prefer 
faster water and will travel further upstream than 



Murray cod, hence its slimmer and more active 
appearance when compared with Murray cod.’   
‘Upstream of Wangaratta it becomes obvious that 
trout and native fish will not coexist. Trout inevitably 
gain the upper hand not only in the headwaters but 
also, especially in the case of brown trout, in the lower 
reaches Would it be feasible to discontinue the 
liberation of brown trout?’   
‘At Yarrawonga, spawning of trout cod preceded that 
of Murray cod by 3 weeks. There was no overlap to 
any degree.’   
Cadwallader 1979   
‘…conditions in the main channel upstream of the 
steep-gradient zone, including a stretch of about 5–6 
km upstream of Polly McQuinn’s Weir, appear to be 
suitable for them. Possibly their progressive 
disappearance from this area since 1921-22 has been 
caused by continual releases of trout. In aquaria 
young trout cod (1-18 months old) exhibit intraspecific 
aggression and establish well-defined territories 
similar to those described by Kalleberg (1958) for 
young trout, so young trout cod and trout may 
compete for space on the stream bed. Because of the 
small numbers of trout cod in the Seven Creeks system 
the stomach contents of only two fish were examined; 
both contained aquatic insects (Table 8). Shrimps 
(Atyidae), yabbies and Murray crayfish (Parastacidae) 
have also been found in their stomachs (Cadwallader 
1977), so that competition for food may occur 
between trout cod and exotic species present in the 
system. In addition, Butcher ( 1967) indicates that 
trout may eat small trout cod.’   
Cadwallader and Gooley 1984   
‘Apart from the effects of overfishing and man-made 
changes to the environment, trout cod have probably 
been adversely affected by introduced trout, although 
there is little substantial evidence to support this view. 
In the Seven Creeks system, trout cod and trout were 
found to occupy the same type of habitat 
(Cadwallader 1979). Furthermore, in aquaria, young 
trout cod establish well-defined territories similar to 
those established by trout, so that young trout cod 
and trout may compete for space on the stream bed. 
Also, since they take the same types of food and live in 
similar situations, they may also compete directly for 
food items. Butcher (1967) also indicated that trout 
probably eat small trout cod. From what is known 
about the habitat requirements of trout cod it may 
be said that in general a ‘good trout stream’ is also a 
good trout cod stream. Perhaps it is more than 
coincidence that the areas formerly occupied by trout 



cod in north eastern Victoria, from where the species 
appears to have been almost eliminated, are areas 
which have been heavily stocked with trout.’  

I think we can say with some certainty that trout cod 
have never existed naturally in the Upper 
Goodradigbee.   
Given the importance of the Upper Goodradigbee as 
an established highly valued trout stream this should 
be taken into account in developing a trout cod 
recovery plan. Experimental introduction of trout cod 
into areas where they have never been should be a 
low priority compared to their establishment in 
known habitats where they are known to survive.   
Non-native/pest management   
It is important that the respondents’ group is involved 
in any updating of the Fish Stocking Management 
Strategy (FMS). Stocking strategies should take 
account of the different habitat preferences of trout 
and trout cod; in maximising the effective use of 
limited funding for both trout and trout cod stocking it 
would make sense to concentrate efforts on stocking 
each species in environments with the highest survival 
rates. So, introduction of trout into established trout 
cod environments should be avoided and introduction 
of trout cod into trout waters of uncertain 
survivability limited to special cases.   
The Upper Goodradigbee, being free of Murray cod, 
presents a possible habitat for the preservation of 
non-hybridised trout cod. However, there is no 
certainty of survival so the stocking of trout cod here 
is experimental. Whilst this experiment might be 
judged worth a try, it would be premature to reduce 
the value of the stream to trout anglers until it has 
been demonstrated that trout cod could be 
established and that the trout are having any impact 
on their survival.   
Given the paucity of sightings or catches of trout cod 
since they were first introduced in 2020, preliminary 
indications are that the trout cod are not flourishing in 
this environment. Without effective scientific 
monitoring there should be no drastic change to the 
FMS for trout in the Upper Goodradigbee. The 
stocking program for trout is small, principally only 
12,000 rainbow trout fry each year and it is 
recommended that this be unchanged pending the 
outcome of studies over the 10 year plan. The would 
be no problems with a strategy saying there should be 
no increase in the current rate of trout stocking.   
As hybridisation with Murray cod is a reason to 
attempt to establish a stock of trout cod in the Upper 
Goodragigbee, we need more information on the 

  

  

 

  

 

 

 

 



potential decline of trout cod due to hybridisation. 
Clearly, if hybridisation occurs then it must have been 
going on naturally for aeons and the analysis of early 
records suggests that both species were abundant in 
some localities.   
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