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Chapter 1 Introduction and Preface

This report spans 2014/15 - 2023/24 and expands upon the previous reports of Schilling & Crook
(2023) and Schilling & Crook (2024). This updated report was produced as part of the revised
BPEOM-Fish program but also includes relevant data from a range of projects. Each chapter reports
on a different New South Wales (NSW) Water Resource Planning Area (WRPA; Figure 1.1). The New
South Wales Lower Darling and Murray WRPA was split into two regions for more spatially explicit
reporting.
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Figure 1.1: Map showing the Water Resource Planning Areas (WRPAs) contained within this report. WRPAs outside of NSW
are not reported in this document. Note the New South Wales Murray and Lower Darling WRPA has been split into two
separate areas for this report.
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https://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0008/1488275/BPEOM-Round-1-Combined-Report.pdf
https://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0008/1488275/BPEOM-Round-1-Combined-Report.pdf
https://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0008/1574621/BPEOM-Fish_2023-MDB-Fish-Monitoring-Full-Report.pdf
https://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/fishing/fisheries-research/freshwater-ecosystems/ecology-and-environment/bpeom
https://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/fishing/fisheries-research/freshwater-ecosystems/ecology-and-environment/bpeom

The purpose of this report is to provide succinct summaries of key information at the WRPA scale to
support river and fishery management. Ultimately this information aims to inform and contribute to
the Basin-wide Environmental Water Strategy. Each chapter (Chapters 2 - 11) is designed as a stand-
alone report that can be viewed in isolation and, as such, there is repetition among the chapters.
Each chapter is also formatted identically to aid readers in locating information.

A particular focus is given to the following six species:
e Murray cod

e Golden perch

o Freshwater catfish

e Bony herring

e Australian smelt

e Common carp

These species were specifically reported against for a variety of reasons which differed among
species but included:

e They have distributions covering large portions of the NSW Murray-Darling Basin;
e Some are key species for recreational fisheries;
e Some are key components of aquatic food chains that support ecosystem function;

e Carpis the most dominant invasive fish species across the NSW MDB.

Major changes in this report compared to the previous report (Schilling & Crook 2024) are:
e The inclusion of data from 2023/24, extending the previous timeseries by 1 year;
e The analyses of abundance and biomass have been altered to provide annual estimates;

e Maps have been improved to increase readability and clarity.
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https://www.mdba.gov.au/publications-and-data/publications/basin-wide-environmental-watering-strategy
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